
 

The following is a briefing for the week ending August 14, 2020, on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

A day in the life of the Buffalo Public Schools involves a frenetic exercise in dispensing 
information to our stakeholders and the state, taking in requests and directives from the 
same, and meeting with parents and special interest groups as the school year ahead 
takes shape - through the complex and deeply engaging process of forming final 
reopening plans. 

We are well into our community-wide discussions with parents, students, staff and other 
community stakeholders along with English Language Learner and Special Education 
families.  We are holding the meetings in a Zoom/Facebook Live format so that we can 
have stakeholders present in Zoom, asking and receiving answers in real time, while 
overflow participants that number in the thousands join on Facebook and type questions 
that are relayed to the presenters.  Any questions that are not answered in the session 
are accrued, answered, and will become posted documents on our website. 

After first lamenting the pandemic-enforced inability to meet in large groups and pass the 
microphone around the attendees, I can see this mode of communication as a boon 
when so many have so many questions and so much to say.  I commend BPS Cabinet 
Members and staff for delivering on our promise to communicate.  It also gives voice to 
those parents who are not affiliated with a parent group within the District, but whose 
voices we want to hear.  The feedback about this mode of meeting from parents has 
been appropriately positive. 

 

 

 

 



Along with navigating Reopening, it was gratifying to hear Erie County Health 
Commissioner Dr. Gale R. Burstein publicly state, "Schools are not in charge of testing. 
They are in charge of teaching."  To that end, we have a Health Advisory Council (HAC) 
made up of highly qualified experts who will be instrumental in all of our Health and 
Safety plans for the reopening of schools.  We consult with our HAC on a regular basis, 
and we are grateful for their experience and objective scientific thinking, while realizing 
that this is a deeply emotional choice for parents and staff as well.  I have attached a 
bio page of our HAC members below for your information.  I believe their collective 
presence in our planning instills greater public confidence.  We can’t thank these 
distinguished and highly knowledgeable individuals enough!  Thank you, colleagues! 

 



 

Student Technology Leadership Program (STLP) summer interns have been extremely 
busy this week preparing computer devices and staffing our device distribution events.  
Hundreds of families have come through this week, to get devices for their students, or 
to exchange devices as they move from iPads to laptops.  Everyone is screened with a 
temperature check, must wear a mask and follow social distancing guidelines 
throughout the process.  We have been thrilled with the positive feedback received 
about the process, but even more thrilled about the compliments our students have 
received!  

 

We are taking a “household” approach to distribution, allowing us to address families’ 
request for hot spots when they come for devices, while eliminating any need for 
parents to come on multiple days/times. Each household has been assigned a specific 



date, which is included in the customized letter we are sending home, inviting them to 
come to the sparkling new BPS Center for Innovation, Technology and Training, located 
at 1515 South Park Avenue. We are also using the School Messenger system to send 
targeted messages to individual families about their appointments. These distribution 
days will continue through the beginning of September as we strive to make sure that 
all students are prepared for the 2020-21 School Year.  Kudos to the IT team for 
devising this best-practice operation! 

 

I have included a link to the updated Working Draft Reopening Plan for your edification.  
Click here to review.  With the Buffalo Board of Education, our goal is to reach a 
consensus plan for reopening the school district by the end of next week.  I have also 
included the three documents required by Governor Cuomo in his announcement about 
school reopening last week: 1. 100% Remote Plan. 2. Health and Safety Protocols 
including testing and contact tracing 3.  August Reopening Meetings. They are linked on 
the front page of our website as they appear below. 

 

Finally, this week, as part of a Reopening Schools media tour, I conducted one-on-one 
interviews each day with WIVB on Monday, WKBW on Tuesday, WBFO on Wednesday, 
WBLK on Thursday, and Buffalo Business 1st today.  Between media interviews and our 
multiple daily live events presented by Cabinet Members and Division Heads, I hope to 
come to consensus on reopening with the Board by the end of next week.  While I 
know we will never have all stakeholders 100% in agreement, I fully expect that we will 
reach consensus on a plan to begin the school year.  

Be well!  Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/reopen
https://www.buffaloschools.org/

